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28 December 2016 
 
 
Dear Neil 
 
I am writing following the questions regarding the new financial support arrangements for 
those affected by infected NHS blood that were asked by Richard Lyle MSP during the 
Health and Sport Committee session on 20 December. I refer to my previous response to the 
Health and Sport Committee of 29 July which provided an update on recent progress. 
 
As highlighted in my previous letter, the key areas we have been working on are establishing 
a new Scottish scheme, while also working with the UK Government’s Department of Health, 
the Welsh and Northern Irish governments and the existing UK schemes, to allow us to 
begin the payment of the increased lump sums and annual payments via the existing UK 
support schemes, the Skipton Fund and MFET, in 2016. This is a transitional arrangement to 
allow us to provide payments to recipients as quickly as possible while the new Scottish 
scheme is being established.  It has required extensive amendments to the agreements in 
place between the schemes and the UK Government.   The existing support is delivered by 
small independent organisations and we have had to ensure their continued agreement to 
implement the increased payments in the interim, bearing in mind their own capacity to 
deliver the new arrangements along with their usual functions.  However, we have managed 
to deliver the interim payments successfully and now some 330 beneficiaries of the Scottish 
scheme with Hepatitis C at Stage 1 have received top-up lump sums of £30,000 and another 
11 beneficiaries infected with both HIV and hepatitis C have received an extra £50,000 lump 
sum. In addition, 138 beneficiaries have had their annual payments increased to either 
£27,000 or £37,000, depending on the circumstances of their illness. 
 
The new Scottish scheme, which will be managed by NHS National Services Scotland 
(NSS), is expected to commence in April 2017.  We have been working closely with the UK 
schemes and NSS to ensure a smooth transition to the Scottish scheme.  I am confident that 
the new scheme can be up and running by April 2017, but there are some areas where we 
are still dependent on the cooperation of the UK Government and the UK schemes.  The 
existing UK schemes hold databases of sensitive personal data which will have to be 
transferred securely to the new Scottish scheme in accordance with the Data Protection Act 
1998.  NSS cannot start making the new payments until this data is made available.   



 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

 
There will also have to be new secondary legislation passed by the Department for Work and 
Pensions and HM Revenue and Customs to ensure the payments continue not to be subject 
to income tax or considered in calculating benefits entitlements. We are currently working 
with DWP and HM Revenue and Customs on this to ensure all of the current provisions 
applied to these payments are maintained. 
  
I hope this provides you with reassurance that we have delivered the interim payments as 
quickly as possible and are making good progress with the creation of the new Scottish 
Infected Blood Support scheme. 
 
 

                              
 
 
 

SHONA ROBISON 
 


